
1 
 

Closing the gaps: Disadvantaged pupils 

 
Disadvantaged pupils P8 2014 2015 2016 2017 

P8 Disadvantaged -1.18 -0.81 -0.68 -0.60 

P8 English Disadvantaged   -0.72 -0.13 -0.32 

P8 Maths Disadvantaged   -0.76 -0.61 -0.03 

P8 Ebac bucket Disadvantaged   -0.49 -0.68 -0.58 

P8 Open bucket Disadvantaged   -1.11 -1.07 -1.17 

 
 
A significant amount of work from all departments was geared towards disadvantaged pupils for the 
Class of 2017. This is effectively year three of a four year strategic plan to significantly improve 
outcomes for these pupils. Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils have improved over a three year trend in 
a number of key performance measures. For example, Disadvantaged pupils achieved 43% in 5A*-CEM 
in 2017, a 24% increase from 2014, and a 7% increase from 2015. This is above the LA 3 year national 
average of 34.7%.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The progress 8 figure has improved from -1.18 in 2014, to -0.81 in 2015, to -0.68 in 2016 to -0.60 in 
2017. If one outlier was removed the results, the progress 8 figure would have risen sharply to -0.40 
which would have been a real significant improvement from the previous four years. If two outliers had 
been removed the progress 8 score would have risen to -0.25. Disadvantaged pupils in English achieved 
a progress 8 score of -0.32 which is slightly down from the strong performance in 2016.  There was a 
significant improvement in the Maths progress 8 score from -0.76 in 2015 to -0.03 in 2017. This is a very 
pleasing results and shows the impact of the pupil premium strategy on these outcomes. The Ebac 
bucket has improved from 2016 to a score of -0.58 and remains a focus in this area. The biggest priority 
for the group remains in the open bucket as progress remains around the -1.17. This will be a priority to 
address in the coming year.  
 
In terms of English, 64% of disadvantaged pupils achieved 4+ grades. These figures are very strong and 
represent consistency with the previous year. Maths results showed a significant improvement with 
disadvantaged students as 50% of students achieved 4+ grade.  
 
While on the one hand it is pleasing that the performance of disadvantaged pupils have continued to 
improve over a four year period, the school was close to improving these even further with a number of 
pupils close to achieving higher grades. This remains a key focus for the school and a comprehensive 
action plan is being followed to improve results further.  
 

Headline Overall  Boys Girls Disadvantaged 

Eng & Maths 4+ 78% 72% 82% 43% 

Eng & Maths 5+ 65% 60% 68% 43% 

English 4+ 84% 74% 91% 64% 

English 5+ 74% 66% 79% 50% 

English 7+ 28% 18% 34% 7% 

Maths 4+ 85% 88% 83% 50% 

Maths 5+ 74% 76% 73% 43% 

Maths 7+ 24% 28% 21% 7% 
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